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SUBJ: CHINESE MEDIA DISCUSS CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 

1 . PEKING'S NEW CHINA NEWS AGENCY FEBRUARY 21 CARRIED TWO 
ARTICLES DEALING WITH THE PRC’S POLICY ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 

ONE OF THE ARTICLES, IN THE FORM OF AN INTERVIEW WITH 
CHINESE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES LAW INSTITUTE DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
HAN YU-TUNG, EMPHASIZED THE LEGAL RIGHTS OF THE CHINESE 
PEOPLE AND THE PRC'S POLICY OF LENIENCY TOWARD CONVICTED 
OFFENDERS. WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING THE EXISTENCE OF CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT, WHICH NCNA NOTES "IS WIDELY OPPOSED NOW ABROAD," 

THE ARTICLE STRESSED THAT IT IS USED ONLY FOR "CRIMINALS WHO OWE 
BLOOD 

DEBTS OR ARE QUILTY OF OTHEREXTREMELY SERIOUS CRIMES." 

IT ALSO STATES THAT CHINESE POLICY IS TO SUSPEND EXECUTIONS 
WHEREVER POSSIBLE IN AN ATTEMPT TO REFORM THE OFFENDER. 

2. A SECOND ARTICLE, LIKEWISE AN INTERVIEW, DEALS WITH 

THE PRC'S PRISON SYSTEM. PUTTING THE EMPHASIS ON RE-EDUCATION 
OF PRISONERS, THE ARTICLE ATTEMPTS TO SHOW THROUGH USE OF 
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STATISTICS AND CASE HISTORIES THAT THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY 
OF CONVICTS ARE SUCCESSFULLY REFORMED AND RETURNED TO 
SOCIETY AS LAW-ABIDING CITIZENS. THIS ARTICLE DOES NOTE IN 
PASSING THAT CRIMES DESERVING CAPITAL PUNISHMENT INCLUDE 
MURDER, ARSON, RAPE ROBBERY, AND "HEADING GANGS OF RUFFIANS." 

3. COMMENT: PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE PRC PRISON SYSTEM 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

IS EXTREMELY RARE, ALTHOUGH SELECTED FOREIGN VISITORS HAVE 
OCCASIONALLY BEEN GIVEN A GLIMPSE OF A JAIL OR HAVE SAT IN 
ON APPARENTLY WELL-REHEARSED TRIALS. THESE ARTICLES ON THE OTHER HAND 
HAVE NOT YET APPEARED IN THE CHITF.SF-I . ANGI TAGF. PRESS THIS FACT, 

PLUS THE RFT.ATTVF.LY DEFENSIVE TONE ADOPTED ON CAPITAL PUNISH 
MENT, SEEMS TO INDICATE THAT THE ARTICLES ARE INTENDED 
TO COUNTER EXISTING AND POTENTIAL FOREIGN CRITICISM OF THE PRC'S 
RECORD IN HUMAN RIGHTS THEY ARE THUS AN INTERESTING 
INDICATOR OF PEKING'S SENSITIVITY ON THIS SUBJECT. 

WOODCOCK 
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